
We are excited to welcome Erik Kurtenbach as a new member of the Board of Directors 

Contributions can be mailed to 

Prairie Lands Foundation,  

104 E Locust St., PO Box 260, 

Fairbury IL. 61739.   

Place name of the fund in the 

memo. 

 

PLF has agreed to match $1 for $1 

up to $10,000 donations made 

toward an endowment fund for 

the Prairie Central Boys and Girls 

Club.  Matching funds may be 

made to the Club’s operation. 
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Matching Donation Challenges—PC Educational Fund & Boys & Girls Club Endowment Fund 

Bittner  Family Children ‘s Fund  

Each year awards are given from the Bittner Family Children’s Fund to      

support programs and resources to bring joy to children in the Prairie Central 

School District who may need additional help due to disability, illness, or 

abuse.  The following are some of the “Thank you” cards and photos of the 

supplies or resources purchased with  the award money  given  in December . 

Prairie Central Educational Endowment Fund 

To celebrate his 60th class reunion from the Fairbury-Cropsey Class of 1959 and to assist in 

raising $60,000 for the Prairie Central Area Educational Endowment Fund, Harvey (Bill) W. 

Zehr, Jr. will match dollar for dollar the first $30,000 in new donations made to the Fund, from 

November 1, 2018 through June 30, 2019. The P.C. Area Educational Endowment fund began 

with a contribution from Dr. and Mrs. David Voris in 1996.  Fairbury High School alumnus and 

friend of Dr. Voris, Mr. Wilmer C. Nussbaum, also contributed to the fund from its beginning. 

The vision was to create a fund to support educational activities and to provide financial      

support, including scholarships, for those within the Prairie Central School District. Over the 

years, a friendly competition evolved between Dr. Voris and Mr. Nussbaum in making and       

procuring donations for the Fund during their lifetimes. At the Prairie Central Alumni banquet 

held in May of 2000, the first scholarship in the amount of $500 was awarded from the       

Endowment fund. At the 2018 Alumni Banquet, 35 scholarships totaling over $18,000 were 

awarded from the Endowment fund. Because of Dr. Voris and Mr. Nussbaum’s generosity, the 

generosity of teachers, alumni and friends of Prairie Central Schools this endowment fund  

continues to grow and support education in the Prairie Central school district area. We invite 

you to join Mr. Zehr in his support to enhance these educational opportunities. 
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Stewards Notes—With the approaching Spring equinox it will not be long before the trails 
of the Prairie Lands Foundation (PLF) natural habitats will be sporting all manner of new 
life, such a welcome renewal after the snows and wind of the winter. Changes are        
apparent everywhere. 
 
In Fugate Woods Nature Preserve, delicate Bloodroot, Adder’s Tongue, and Dutchman’s 
Breeches are among the earliest ephemeral blooms along the trails. The mornings are 
filled with birdsong, during the Spring migration.  Avid birders appreciate the diversity of 
species that forage and rest in the woodland riparian habitat on their northward journey.  

The prairie habitat restorations along the Bluestem Trail prefer the warmth of late Spring, slower to renew the tall 
grasses and forbs that stretch for the Illinois Grand Prairie skies to reveal a vivid show of color nearer the Summer        
solstice. For the keen eye, wildlife abounds along this hiking corridor, sheltering in the grass, nesting in the bluebird and 
wood duck houses.  An early evening courting display along the trail may reveal a woodcock, bolting for the sky.  Orth 
Trail, adjacent to the west bank of James Woods, offers a spectacular prairie sky vista by foot or bicycle for taking in the 
fresh Spring air, with a possible eagle soaring above. 
 
While the floodplain habitat renders the James Family Woods hiking path in    
various stages of soggy status following Spring showers, those who venture 
there will find an inviting boardwalk recently installed adjacent to the familiar  
stepping stones, near the east entrance. This amenity was supported by an 
Illinois Clean Energy Community Foundation grant.   

 
 
Reclamation and pollinator              
restoration efforts will continue 
at Munz Park natural habitat. This footpath only project adjacent to Indian 
Creek welcomes hikers to share in the process of renewal over the coming 
months /years that will result in diverse display habitats, for the pleasure and 
education of the public.  Local students, a local landscape designer, volunteers 
and an Illinois Clean Energy Community  Foundation match-grant funds offer 
support of this PLF project. 
 
 

Sunbury and Griswold Prairies, railroad right-of-way native prairie habitats, will each receive a one-mile bluebird house 
trail before summer’s end.  Chenoa Boy Scout troop #822 will support the installation of 40 cedar bluebird houses      
constructed by Prairie Central High students.  These amenities were also realized through the support of an Illinois 
Clean Energy Community Foundation direct grant. 

 
On Saturday, September 28th, National Public 
Lands Day, PLF is planning activities in parks/on trails 
with celebration/dedication of Fugate Woods Redbud 
pavilion and much more. Details about the day will be 
available closer to the date. Browse PLFs new website 
for these details, volunteer opportunities open to the 
public, and other news throughout the year. 

 

 

Coming Soon….. 

New website: 

Prairielandsfoundation.org 

NATIONAL PUBLIC LANDS DAY 

A holiday where people are          

encouraged to get out and enjoy the 

public lands and also promotes the       

conservation of public lands  

Upcoming Events sponsored by Prairie Lands Foundation 

 Scouting Day of Discovery in conjunction with Sunbury/
Griswold prairies service days 

 

 Communicating Nature workshop: for PLF”s stewardship 
team/educators 

See you on the Trails! 


